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T 
he HVTN 140 / HPTN 101 
Phase 1 clinical trial, conducted 
across the USA, South Africa, 

Kenya and Zimbabwe, assessed 3 
broadly neutralising antibodies 
(bnAbs) in combination (VRC07-
523LS, PGDM1400LS and 
PGT121.414.LS), administered intra-
venously and subcutaneously. The 
results, published in The Lancet HIV, 
demonstrated that the antibody combi-
nation was safe, well tolerated and ca-
pable of maintaining potent HIV neu-
tralisation activity over extended peri-
ods.  
This NIH funded trial was conducted 
by an international team of research-
ers, with Dr Sharana Mahomed of CA-
PRISA as its Principal Investigator. 
The study showed favourable pharma-
cokinetic profiles with extended half-
lives, supporting the feasibility of long-
acting HIV prevention strategies with 

dosing intervals of up to six months. A 
further key finding of the trial was that 
fixed-dose regimens produced similar 
results to weight-based dosing strate-
gies. Using fixed-doses will make fu-
ture large-scale implementation sim-
pler and more practical, especially in 
resource-limited settings.  
This study is an important contribution 
to the global HIV prevention research 
by advancing innovative immune-
based prevention strategies. The work 
also strengthens the scientific founda-
tion for upcoming “Combo AMP” effica-
cy trials evaluating whether combina-
tions of bnAbs targeting multiple HIV 
epitopes can provide broad and dura-
ble protection against HIV acquisition.  

 

 

 
 

 

bnAb collaboration yields positive results 
for the HIV prevention agenda 

May 2026 Volume 26 Issue 4 

CONTACT DETAILS  
 

CAPRISA 
Doris Duke Medical  

Research Institute (DDMRI) 
2nd Floor 

University of KwaZulu-Natal  
Private Bag X7, Congella 4013  

South Africa  
 

T: +27-31-260 4555  
F: +27-31-260 4566  

E-mail: caprisa@caprisa.org 
 

www.caprisa.org 

 
 
 

 

@CAPRISAOfficial 
@caprisaofficial 

In this Issue 

 
On Page 1, Immune based 
strategies explored to prevent 
HIV 
 
On Page 2, Professor Salim 
Abdool Karim awarded South 
Africa’s highest national hon-
our 
 
On Page 3, CAPRISA to    
contribute to inaugural WHO/
Europe Scientific Advisory 
Board 
 
 
 
 

For further reading: Mahomed S, Paez CA, Huang Y, et al. 
Safety, Pharmacokinetics, and Neutralization Activity of 
PGDM1400LS, VRC07-523-LS, and PGT121. 414. LS Infused 
Intravenously or Subcutaneously: A Phase 1 Randomized Trial 
(HVTN 140/HPTN 101 Part B). The Lancet HIV, 2026; 0  
https://doi.org/10.1016/S2352-3018(25)00356-X  

Figure 2: Observed and pharmaco-

kinetic model-predicted individual-

level concentrations over time for 

PGDM1400LS, PGT121.414.LS, and 

VRC07-523LS Observed (symbol) and 

predicted (line) serum concentrations of 

PGDM1400LS (A), PGT121.414.LS (B), 

and VRC07-523LS (C) are shown for 

each of the five treatment groups for 

each participant. Filled circles=observed 

concentrations from participants who 

received all intended study product 

administrations. Open triangles = 

subsequently observed concentrations 

from participants who missed the 

previous study product administration. 

T6 etc=infusion group.  

https://doi.org/10.1016/S2352-3018(25)00356-X
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Pics (Top, left): Professor Salim Abdool Karim at the World Economic Forum Annual Meeting 2026 in Davos. (Bottom, left):  Prof Abdool Karim served South Africa as chair of 

the South African Ministerial Advisory Committee on COVID-19. (Right): Prof Abdool Karim addressing the 21st International AIDS Conference in Durban, South Africa 

Order of Mapungubwe: Gold awarded to              
Professor Salim Abdool Karim 

P 
rofessor Salim Abdool Karim, FRS, OMG, has been awarded the    
Order of Mapungubwe: Gold by President Matamela Cyril Rama-
phosa. National Orders are the highest awards bestowed by the Presi-

dent. The Order of Mapungubwe is the highest honor in South Africa. This 
Order is awarded to South African citizens for excellence and exceptional 
achievement. Specifically, it recognizes South African citizens for excellence 
that has impacted the world and served South Africa's interests. Professor 
Abdool Karim’s citation reads: “For your contribution to medical science and 
public health, particularly in respect of HIV/Aids and tuberculosis research, 
and health policy development which is placing South Africa on the interna-
tional stage. Your tireless leadership and swift response during the COVID-
19 pandemic was outstanding and commendable.”  
 
CAPRISA now has three recipients of the Order of Mapungubwe.     
Professor Quarraisha Abdool Karim received the Order of Mapungub-
we: Bronze in 2013 and CAPRISA Research Associate and close col-
laborator, Professor Tulio De Oliveira has been bestowed with the Order 

of Mapungubwe: Gold this year as well. Professors Salim Abdool Karim & Tulio De Oliveira join 
about a dozen others including South African Nobel laureates in medicine, Sydney Brenner, Aaron 
Klug and Allan MacLeod Cormack in receiving the Order of Mapungubwe: Gold.  
 
In receiving this honour, Professor Abdool Karim said, “I am deeply honoured and grateful to accept the 
Order of Mapungubwe (Gold). This award is actually not mine alone – it is a truly deserved recognition 
of CAPRISA’s great team of scientists, collaborators, study participants and funders who have contribut-
ed selflessly to making the world a healthier place through science. I am particularly fortunate to work 
with many of South Africa’s leading medical scientists and to have contributed to training and develop-
ing the next generation of researchers so that South Africa remains at the forefront of medical science. 
At a time when some countries are destroying their scientific institutions, South Africa is sending a 
strong signal of its support for science and scientific excellence through this award.”  
 



May 2026 V26 (4): Page 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C 
APRISA’s Head of the Treatment Research 
Programme and Associate Professor 
and Pulmonologist at the Department of Pulmo-

nology and Critical Care, Inkosi Albert Luthuli Central 
Hospital - Professor Rubeshan Perumal - has been 
appointed to the WHO/Europe Scientific Advisory 
Board. The inaugural 10-member committee will pro-
vide scientific advise to the World Health Organisa-
tion’s European Regional Director - Doctor Hans Hen-
ri P. Kluge - in generating evidence-based guidance 
to its Member States to support the development of 
effective public health policies, strengthen health sys-
tems and enhance global health security. The inaugu-
ral meeting of the SAB takes place in July 2026 at the 
Regional Office in Copenhagen, Denmark. 
 

Intrepid TB Head appointed to WHO  
advisory board 

C 
APRISA’s Head of Community Outreach Patrick Mdletshe attended the 2026 SKOLL World    
Forum Meeting in Oxford as a member of the Resilience Action Network Africa (RANA).  
RANA mobilises networked advocacy to strengthen Africa's resilience. The SKOLL Forum high-

lights some of the most promising solutions and impactful social innovations and connects leaders who 

are driving social progress around the world. This year’s theme, “The Ecology of Us” looked at amplify-

ing community voices within scientific research and building resilient systems for health globally, pan-

demic preparedness, and recent floods in South Africa and Mozambique. Reflecting on the meeting, 

Mdletshe said, “As African countries we need to deliberately invest in research focusing on climate 

change and its relationship to sectors such as health and agriculture. Covid told us we need to be bet-

ter organised to avoid panic, systems are there that have been proven to 

work. Not unique to SA, throughout the continent. We must recognise the 

co-dependancy between community and health workers and scientists, to 

achieving scientific advances for the benefit of all people, especially the 

most vulnerable communities in Africa.” 

Pic seated: Adem Abdella (MANHICA), Tacilta Nhampossa 

(MANHICA), Prof Kogie Naidoo (CAPRISA), Sunita Panday 

(CAPRISA). Middle row: Dr Tanuja Gengiah (CAPRISA), Dr 

Sharana Mahomed (CAPRISA), Devenie Latchmanan 

(CAPRISA), Prof Desh Archary (CAPRISA), Dr Natasha 

Samsunder (CAPRISA), Inocência Cuamba (MANHICA), 

Angela Carr-Hartley (CAPRISA), Dr Nivashnee Naicker 

(CAPRISA). Top row: Naren Dhoodhanath (CAPRISA), 

Joshua Moses (CAPRISA), Eleuterio Natosse (MANHICA), 

Chenjerai Jairoce (MANHICA), Miguel Bene (MANHICA), 

Lazaro Quimice (MANHICA), Patrick Mdletshe (CAPRISA).  

C 
APRISA hosted a delegation 
from the Manhiça Health Re-
search Centre (CISM) in 

Mozambique. The team spent time 
with CAPRISA’s senior leadership, 
scientific and support heads and visit-
ed some of our clinical research sites 
as part of a hands on, knowledge 
exchange between the two research 
institutes.  
 
 

 

 

 

 
 



A selection of scientific papers published in 2026 

 
For the complete list of publications see here: https://www.caprisa.org/Publication/1/1 

May 2026 V26 (4): Page 4 

Board of Control:  M Rajab (Chair)  S Mahomed (Deputy Chair)  Q Abdool Karim  SS Abdool Karim  JH Beare  N Ismail  T Majozi  JH Mermin   ARDH Moosa  K Naidoo  
 S Panday  A Puren  R Redfearn  LV Theron 

Scientific Advisory Board: TC Quinn (Chair)  F Barré-Sinoussi (Emeritus)  MS Cohen  KE Dooley  JJ Farrar  SM Fortune  SL Hillier  JM Molina  N Ndjeka  
 TC Pierson  SH Vermund  T Xulu 
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